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Dear Connected Traveler Family,

The holiday season is the perfect time to pause, reflect, and start dreaming about
where the next few years might take you. This year, we’re having a little fun by
reimagining the 12 Days of Christmas—not just as a song, but as a journey filled
with inspiration, destinations, and unforgettable experiences.

Below, you’ll discover 12 curated travel ideas, each inspired by a classic lyric and
thoughtfully connected to real trips, shore excursions, and experiences we’re
planning for 2026, 2027, and 2028. Whether you’re dreaming of a cozy
countryside escape, a grand celebration, or a once-in-a-lifetime adventure,
there’s something here to spark your imagination.

So grab a warm drink, settle in, and let’s unwrap what your future travels could
look like—together.



& Day 1l — A Partridge in a Pear Tree
Countryside & Vineyard Escapes — Slow Travel, Local Flavor
Think wine country retreats, rolling hills, and quiet mornings.
These trips are about savoring the journey — whether it’s a
boutique hotel in Tuscany, vineyard tours in Napa, or a
chéateau in the French countryside.
Why it’s magical:

e Stay in intimate properties with historic charm

e Enjoy vineyard tours & tastings

e Perfect for slow travel and celebrating together

== Example: Pacific Wine Country Coastal cruise — enjoy wine
country views from the sea and optional vineyard tours
onshore, plus world-class amenities.
Great for: Couples, food & wine lovers, fall/spring travel.
& Day 2 — Two Turtle Doves
Romantic & Couples Journeys
Whether it’s a honeymoon, anniversary, or “just because,”
this day is all about connection. Think Parisian nights, canal-
side dinners in Venice, or a sunrise hot air balloon over
Cappadocia.
Why it’s romantic:

e Intimate experiences hand-picked for two

e Optional candlelit dinners and private tours

e Perfect for unforgettable memories

Bonus: Let us pair you with excursions like private wine
tasting in Bordeaux or a gondola serenade in Venice.
Great for: Honeymooners, anniversary trips, reconnecting
escapes.
& Day 3 — Three French Hens
Bonjour France & Culinary Cruises
France checks every box — remarkable food, vibrant culture,
and gorgeous landscapes. From Parisian streets to Provencal
lavender fields and Bordeaux vineyards — France is a feast for
all senses.
Inspiration:

e Paris & Provence highlights

e Culinary explorations with local chefs

e River cruises through Bordeaux and along the Seine
¢ Add a shore excursion to a Michelin-star restaurant tour or
market visit to taste local fromage and boulangeries.
Great for: Foodies, art lovers, history fans.




& Day 5 — Five Gold Rings

& Day 4 — Four Calling Birds
Connection-Focused Travel — More Time, More Depth
This day is all about staying in the moment, even while you’re
on the move. Ideal for extended stays, slow itineraries, and
travel where meaning matters more than miles.
Ideas:
e Extended cruise itineraries with lots of overnight ports
e Land journeys with deeper cultural immersion
e “Work-from-anywhere” style islands & beach stays
Tip: Ask about trips that include multiple shore excursions
to maximize your time in each port.
Great for: Slow travelers, remote workers, gap-year
adventurers.

Milestone Celebrations & Luxury Moments

Big moments call for big experiences. Whether it’s a 50th
birthday, retirement trip, or family celebration, luxury
journeys with standout inclusions make the memories shine.

What we can plan:

e Luxury cruiselines with included amenities

e Private tours and curated experiences

e Special celebrations built into your itinerary

7 Imagine celebrating on deck with Champagne at sunset or

a private cultural tour at your port stop.

Great for:
celebrations.

Milestone

birthdays, anniversaries, big

& Day 6 — Six Geese a-Laying
First Big Adventure (or Next Big Step)
This day is for travelers who are ready for their next great trip
— whether that’s your first cruise, first international flight in
years, or your next major destination.
Why we love it:
e Personalized guidance every step of the way
e Options from Caribbean to Europe to bucket-list hotspots
e Shore excursions tailored to your comfort level
Example: Start with a classic Caribbean cruise or a shorter
European voyage to get your sea legs.
Great for: First-time travelers, those restarting travel, new
passport stamps.



& Day 7 — Seven Swans a-Swimming
River Cruising & Graceful Explorations

Elegant river cruising lets you unpack once and let the
scenery come to you. Glide through Europe’s most storied
waterways — and pair the cruise with on-shore walking tours,
vineyard visits, or cultural experiences.

What you’ll enjoy:

e Scenic days on the water

e Guided shore excursions into historic towns

e Included local tastings and expert commentary

? Perfect for Danube, Rhine, Seine, and beyond — with
curated hosted options available.theconnectedtraveler.com
Great for: Culture lovers, relaxed explorers, photography
enthusiasts.

& Day 8 — Eight Maids a-Milking

Local Culture & Farm-to-Table Journeys
Celebrate food cultures and local traditions around the
world. From markets to olive presses to farm tours, these

trips are savory and satisfying.
Think:
e Olive oil tasting in Sicily
e Cheese farms in the Alps

e Local cooking classes in coastal towns
Y Shore excursions can include hands-on food experiences
that turn ports into personal memories.

Great for: Culinary travelers, foodies, culture seekers.

& Day 9 — Nine Ladies Dancing
Group & Hosted Experiences — Travel with Your People

Life’s best memories are shared. Join a hosted group trip —
whether it’s a World Pride Cruise in 2026 with included
excursions and city passes in Amsterdam, or another themed
sailing curated by our team.

Why group travel rocks:

e Built-in community and shared experiences

* Hosted guides for deeper engagement

e Inclusive shore excursions for every stop
Great for: Friends trips, Pride travel, group celebrations.



https://theconnectedtraveler.com/trips?utm_source=chatgpt.com

4 Day 10 — Ten Lords a-Leaping
Adventure & Expedition Cruises
For the bold at heart. Think glacier up close in Alaska, wildlife
safaris by boat, or rugged shore excursions that take you into
nature — like whale watching or zip-lining shore tours in
Hoonah, Alaska.
Adventure trip ideas:
e Alaska expedition cruise with glacier views
e Wildlife encounters on shore
e Scenic hikes and helicopter tours
Great for: Nature lovers, explorers, active travelers.

4 Day 11 — Eleven Pipers Piping
Music, Culture & Arts-Driven Travel

Soundtrack your journey with performances around the
world — jazz in New Orleans, opera in Vienna, flamenco in
Seville, or Broadway in NYC.

Pair your cruise with:

e City stops known for music & dance

e Shore excursions to historic theaters

e Nighttime cultural experiences

? A trip can blend scenic sailing with unforgettable evening
performances.

Great for: Music fans, cultural explorers, performance lovers.
4 Day 12 — Twelve Drummers Drumming
Holiday & New Year’s Celebrations

Let’s go out with a bang. Festive sailings and holiday markets
from the Caribbean to Europe, plus New Year’s Eve voyages
that turn countdowns into celebrations.

Popular options:

e Holiday market shore excursions in Europe

* Festive onboard entertainment

* NYE cruises that dock in celebratory cities
“* Planning now for NYE 2026-2028 ensures the best cabins

and shore plans.

T Ready to Turn Travel Dreams into Reality?

From intimate getaways to bold expeditions and hosted group experiences — we’ve got you covered.
Let’s chat about your dream itinerary!

. Call: 865-973-9744
= Email: info@theconnectedtraveler.com
# Explore & Book: www.theconnectedtraveler.com theconnectedtraveler.com

Merry Christmas and happy traveling from your travel family at
The Connected Traveler
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